April 15, 2025, CCGA Coordinating Committee Meeting Minutes 
Draft

This was a hybrid meeting with in-person and Zoom attendees. Sarah Batka hosted the in-person attendees at Woodson Regional Library Branch, Chicago Public Library, 9525 S. Halsted Street Chicago, IL 60628. 

Meeting called to order at 6:10 pm. Lorraine agreed to lead the meeting, and Sarah and Amy took notes.

Pledge was read silently.

The motion to accept the March 18 meeting minutes was moved to the May meeting because the minutes were just posted earlier in the day. The minutes are now available on the CCGA website.

Attending: Lorraine Kells, Sarah Batka, Mamie Gray, Angela Taylor, Barb Dennis, Marsha Wyatt, Gina Jamison, Amy Olson, Audre Smikle, Milton and Dorothy, and Liz Repplinger, Dorothy Chandler and Milton Chandler. 
 
CCGA team members introduced ourselves: Communications (Sarah, Mamie, Amy), Finance (Angela), Resources & Distribution (Barb), Advocacy Outreach and Resources (Marsha)

Welcome to our guests: 
· Audre: City Farm, pursuing a PhD in urban farming
· Milton and Dorothy: (attended in person) Learned about CCGA through May Toy at the We Will Chicago workshop. Developing a native garden at Prairie Park. Reinvigorated a garden on 118/Bell  which is now known as 118th Street Triangle Garden. trianglegardenclub@gmail.com
· Liz Repplinger found out about the meeting through Sarah’s posting (AUA?) Would like to share info about the Illinois Urban Growers Network (across state) wants to learn more about CCGA. 

Project/Event Updates
CCGA Spring Newsletter
Amy reported that there is a newsletter in the works, with a goal to publish it at the end of April/early May. The garden profile for this issue is the CCA Academy Garden, which Mamie and Kimberly George have graciously compiled. Lorraine has an idea to include a book corner, perhaps to highlight a few books each issue and have a web page dedicated to book resources. We’d like to reintroduce pest and pollinator profiles and also have inclusive activities that are kid/family friendly. We can also share events in the newsletter (in addition to the website calendar and social media).

Milton and Dorothy have offered to be interviewed about their community garden, 118th Street Triangle Garden! So, we will plan their profile for the summer newsletter.

Audre is interested in doing a future profile about Patchwork and City Farm Chicago where she’s a volunteer. 

Julie Samuels Tribute
Angela provided an update about Julie Samuel’s memorial. The estimated time frame for fundraising and Installation gives us a dedication event for Julie at the Garfield Park Conservatory this autumn. Julie’s bench will have a plaque! The Conservatory is providing a fundraising tool so we don’t have to use the CCGA GoFundMe account. Donations will go directly to the GPC bench tribute. We will Include the fundraising link in the Spring newsletter and also create a page on the CCGA website that we can develop over time. We’re also communicating with the Oak Park Conservatory about an additional memorial bench with a palm leaf plaque. The donations that have been made in Julie’s honor to the CCGA GoFund Me general campaign can be directed toward the Oak Park bench. We can also seek organizational donations for these benches.

Committee Reports
Resources & Distributions Committee
Barb gave a report about the April 12 distribution at the African Garden which included spring ornamentals like pansies, rosemary, Yukon gold potatoes as well as burlap and coffee chaff. 43 individual gardens received items.

The big spring vegetable and flower distribution will occur around May 17.

Communications Committee
Amy reported that along with working on a newsletter, the communications team is helping with the fundraising materials for Julie’s tribute. Sarah has been updating the event calendar and now has the format for sending out meeting announcements from JW. Do we need to check the zoom password? Mamie reported that we’re working to improve the community garden map. We’ve met with 2 new potential volunteers!

Gina joined the meeting at 6:33 (had another meeting)

Education Committee
· Gina reported that there is a kombucha & fermentation workshop in the works! Jeannie Calabrese has graciously offered to teach us her ways and will highlight using various local and native fruits and plants to flavor kombucha. The tentative date will be the first Saturday after Mother’s Day (May 17).
· CCGA had a table at the 2025 Green Teacher Gathering on April 5 which was very successful! Many thanks to Resources & Distributions for donating some scented geraniums and coleus. And big thanks to Gina and Lorraine for repping CCGA!

Advocacy & Outreach Committee
· Chicago Urban Ag Plan: Lorraine gave an overview of the project, a collaboration with AUA. 
· The survey has been launched, and can be accessed here, please share widely: https://www.auachicago.org/chicago-urban-agriculture-plan
· Audre commented: I will fill out the survey, but we are dealing with Lead in our soil and our land is being taken away by the Chicago Housing Authority!
· Liz Repplinger commented: Thank you for sharing your meeting space with me! I will be happy to share the survey to other Chicago growers. And please feel free to join an IL Urban Growers Network meeting: https://form.jotform.com/WebServ/JoinIUGN
· A timeline is being established for a series of listening sessions, which will be hosted at various locations around the city. The goal is to complete those by the autumn.
· Alzheimer’s Association May 31 Event: Marsha mentioned that Maxwell St. Community Garden was selected to partner with the Alzheimer’s Association for a bulb-planting planting event. This org reached out to CCGA and interested gardens were connected with the organizer. With this event, CCGA can help to raise awareness about how gardening can be beneficial for those with Alzheimer’s. 
· CCGA will have a table at the Go Green Fair on June 25 at Harold Washington Library: Volunteers are needed to do gardening demos for guests at this event from 3-6pm. If you’re able to help, please email Lorraine at lxkells@gmail.com.

Other Updates:
It’s the 55th Year of Earth Day, what are you doing?
· Milton and Dorothy shared info about the Prairie Park Kite Fly on April 26 from 11am-1pm, 11625 S. Oakley. Suggested donation of $5. BYOK (Bring your own Kite) Free drawing of two kites! (Children only)
· Gina shared info about the Garfield Park Earth Day Celebration and Cleanup and that a 9 year old designed the logo for t-shirts. Maria Stone, the new super of CPD and the Alderman will be stopping by.

More events (shared by Sarah)

Four Seasons Gardening Series
Tuesdays at 1:30 pm on Zoom
April 29 - Impact of Invasive Plants
May 20 - Managing Common Squash and Pumpkin Pests

Advocates for Urban Agriculture in partnership with What's Growing On?
Workday and technical skill training 
Saturday April 19 from 10AM-2PM at 3502 W Fulton Blvd Chicago, IL. 
A recent awardee of the Chicago Community Growers Program, we'll be installing drip irrigation to their site, discussing their experience with the program, and helping them get their season started. Come for the conversation, the free technical skill training, and to interface with your fellow Chicago growers.

Southland Local Food Expo 
April 19, 11 am - 3 pm
Dining on the Green, 349 Main Street, Park Forest
Showcase your products/CSA/Farm etc. 
Vendors contact: Kate Baker at 708-305-1363 or kkendrabaker@gmail.com

Earth Day Celebration and Seed Swap
Sat April 26, 11 am - 3 pm
Build Inc. 5100 W Harrison, Chicago 
FREE, family friendly event will feature a seed swap, resource fair, One Earth Collective film screening, DJ, Bike Raffle and fix it clinic, Cooking Demo, art projects and more!

Health and Hunger Summit
May 7, 8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Kennedy King College, 740 W. 63rd Street, U Building, Chicago
$10 incl. lunch. Fee waivers avail.
Pre-register at https://go.illinois.edu/HHCchicago
 
Chicago River Day -Volunteer Link Now Live
Sat May 10, 9 am - 12 noon
Afterparty 12 noon - 3 pm
Opportunities throughout Chicagoland's precious watershed to remove litter either by canoe or on foot. After Parties at Blue Island Beer Co (south) and Burning Bush Brewery (north).


Extravaganza 
Sun May 18, 12 noon -3pm
Revolution Brewing 3340 N Kedzie Chicago

Sustain DuPage Seed/LING Swap
Sat May 17, 1 - 3 pm
Wheaton Public Library 225 N Cross Street, Wheaton

Audre shared: Here is a tree care and poetry workshop on May 31 at the Gwendolyn Brooks Park: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/yale-blue-green-earth-day-2025-tree-care-and-poetry-workshop-may-31st-tickets-1286133232119


Around 7:10 pm, Angela motioned to dismiss the meeting, Marsha seconded it.

Last thoughts: 
For future hybrid meetings, CCGA could invest in a Jabra speaker and perhaps an Owl. For this meeting, Sarah provided a Jabra speaker/microphone. Thanks, Sarah!


Next meeting will be May 20 at 6pm, location TBD.

