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Judging Phase Begins for Chicago Excellence in Gardening Awards 
Winners to be Announced in September, Honored in October
CHICAGO (July 21, 2019) – Now in its third year, the Chicago Excellence in Gardening Awards (CEGA) has become the go-to competition for Chicago city gardeners. Entry has closed for this year’s competition, with more entrants than ever before representing gardens from almost every ward in Chicago. Judging begins in late July and continues through August, with award recipients being notified in September.
CEGA once again welcomed gardens of all shapes and sizes, including residential, community, school, church, business and urban farms to enter its free and citywide competition. As always, native plants, wildlife habitat and sustainability will be key elements of the judging criteria for the awards. 

Contest judges include Master Gardeners and other horticulture and gardening experts that will visit each site to view the entries and talk with gardeners about the stories behind their gardens. Judges will consider a variety of factors, including planning and functionality, horticultural practices, design, environmental practices and sustainable methods. Emphasis is also placed on the intangibles, including the social aspects of the garden, site challenges and stories of how the gardens came to be created. Additional criteria for community gardens and urban farms include community involvement and benefit.
More than 100 gardens from all over Chicago have been recognized  in the first two years of the contest for how they make their neighborhoods more beautiful and sustainable. In 2018, CEGA’s committee honored gardens from 33 wards and 60 Chicago communities during an inspiring ceremony at Garfield Park Conservatory. This year’s award ceremony is scheduled for October 12 at a Chicago Park District facility. 


CEGA is a 501(c)3 organization and an Illinois not-for-profit that receives support from Advocates for Urban Agriculture, Chicago Community Gardeners Association, Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Chicagoland Gardening magazine,  Chicago Park District, Forest Preserve District of Cook County, GreenMark Public Relations, Natural Awakenings Chicago magazine, Shedd Aquarium, The Mike Nowak Show and University of Illinois Extension: Cook County. Sponsors include the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago and City Grange.
For gardener and garden profiles, information and much more, visit CEGA online at https://chicagogardeningawards.org. Follow the awards as the season progresses on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
###

Editors, please note: Contact the media representative above for Chicago community gardener profiles, story leads and high-resolution digital photographs.  
