Community Gardens

Purpose of Program:  Many city dwellers do not have a yard to plant a garden in, or even a sunny balcony for a container garden. And yet at the same time, many cities are dotted with vacant lots – perfectly good land sitting unused. The Illinois Department of Human Services believes turning that land into urban gardening space that residents could share would be a win-win for everyone.
That is exactly the idea behind community gardens. They are shared plots of land where people gather together to grow fresh veggies and flowers. In counties all over Illinois, community gardens are turning ugly, unused spaces into green, productive vegetable plots – as well as giving apartment dwellers a chance to enjoy the pleasures of gardening.
Community gardens are part of the sharing economy. They make it possible for many people to enjoy a resource – in this case, land for gardening – that they could not afford on their own. However, it’s not just the gardeners themselves who gain from community gardens – the benefits extend to the rest of the neighborhood and even to society as a whole. (moneycrashers.com)
· Churches have long been established as essential parts of communities and are ideal organizations to serve as the recipients of the grants to carry out this important initiative.  IDHS looks forward to partnering with the community churches as part of our shared commitment to serve the people of greater Chicago. 
Priority Population: The State of Illinois has recognized the devastating impact of COVID 19 on the Black and Brown community was possible due to longstanding discriminatory practices in this country for generations. Under the leadership of Governor Pritzker, we as a State have the motivation to do something about it. Some of the pre-existing health conditions in the Black and Brown community, which led to high mortality rates, are caused by lack of nutritious and fresh foods. Food deserts, sky-rocketing food prices and the lack of options led to poor dietary choices which led to the shocking statistics of death in the Black community. Illinois Department of Human Services are targeting communities hardest hit by COVID 19 and experienced civil unrest following protests on police brutality.
Services Deliverables/Outcomes
1.) Faith-based Organization: will identify land for garden
2.) Faith-based Organization: will recruit and hire Master Gardner who will be responsible for maintaining garden and organizing schedules of community gardeners. 
3.) Education: Faith-based organization will create and distribute educational materials and programming for community. 
4.) Faith-based organization: will specify what will be planted and expected outcomes.
5.) Faith-based organization: may hire consultant for guidance

Budget:
The planned grants are one-time funding opportunities intended to provide the resources needed to establish or expand community gardens as well as provide equipment to operate the gardens and properly handle the fresh fruits and vegetables for distribution to the community. Funding must be spent by December 30, 2020.  
