
CCGA winter newsletter story ideas
1. Conference Updates: Registration is open and important info
2. Order seeds early
3. Garden highlight - Cordia Vets garden - Talk with Babette https://news.wttw.com/2020/12/07/chicago-portrait-babette-peyton *I messaged with Cordia about the above link she sent about Babette. Such an amazing person! I told Cordia that we could maybe have a piece about her Veterans Garden in our winter newsletter. I suggested we could Babette to share her feelings about gardening with Cordia and frame the story through that lens.
4. Resources for gardeners: update website, make a list, encourage people to share info on forum. Incentive?
5. Invite people to nominate ‘legacy’ garden members for "Garden Stories” project
6. Food – recipes, fermenting, canning, 
7. Season extension
8. Updated gardening calendar 
9. Field Museum exhibit
10. Update on Pilot Project 
11. Water Survey Results & Update on water access advocacy
12. Grants – Urban Ag and Gardening (Kim) - Cook County Farm Bureau to apply for their annual Cookfresh Community Urban Garden Grant Program.  The purpose of the grant is to provide supplemental funding to Cook County community gardens to be used for plantings, seeds, garden supplies and materials. Grant funds must be used at Cook County Farm Bureau member businesses. Six (6) awards of $350.00 each will be granted to community gardens in Cook County. Grant awards will be in the form of vouchers to be redeemed at Cook County Farm Bureau Member Greenhouses, Farm Stands and Businesses for plantings.
https://cookcfb.org/discover-local/community-programs/profile/grants-1
Here is the application in pdf. https://cookcfb.org/file/733/CCFBCommUrbanGardenGrant2021Editable%201.pdf
CEGA entrants this year were virtual and from as far east as Delaware and as far west as Washington state. Almost 13,000 people watched the videos

Gardeners made the most of what they could as the pandemic unfolded in our communities. We became flexible and inventive in keeping our gardens going. Even the Chicago Excellence in Gardening Awards competition had to get creative. They launched their first ever CEGA 
“60-Second Garden Video Challenge.” Quite different also this year was the awarding of prizes for both residential and institutional entrants as well as community gardens. Community gardens with the most votes tallied in a month received rain barrels as provided by the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District. You can visit their website where you can see residential and institutional winners and find a link to all the community garden videos on Youtube. https://chicagogardeningawards.org/ 


Introducing a new feature to CCGA

For some time, the CCGA Education Committee has considered recording the legacy that our own gardeners leave with us. The other working groups were just as excited. So, to do that, a fresh feature is to coming to CCGA. The 8th Annual CCGA Virtual Conference will feature a new project, recording the stories of our legacy gardeners. 

” Tell me a fact, and I'll learn.
Tell me a truth, and I'll believe.
But tell me a story, and it will live in my heart forever.”

We want to feature those gardeners who have worked the soil beside us and, over a lifetime, have made an impact we can’t overlook. This is someone, still living, who has built a legacy, not intentionally wanting recognition or success, but someone who gave their energy and wisdom to fellow gardeners and their community through leadership and service.  This is someone who taught generations how to garden by showing them how to work hard, to nurture a tiny seed, and to use their hands. If you know someone who has dared to be joyful despite hardship, who always did what mattered, and always gave their time and brought their best self to us, please tell us.  We want to tell their story. 

Please forward the name of your nominee to the Education Committee via the CCGA website chicagocommunitygardens.org  (??)

Please forward the name of your nominee to the Education Committee. Using the criteria in the paragraph above, please note why you nominate this person. You may give your name or remain anonymous. Nominations will be considered once we receive the permission of the legacy gardener to be videotaped.  

This is an ongoing project so more details will be coming soon. We hope this project will continue beyond this year’s conference as long as there is interest.


Report on pilot project

In August of 2020, CCGA was contacted by the Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) to participate in a new Community Garden Pilot Project. As churches have always been an important resource and a community institution remaining in Chicago, the goal of the project was to support faith-based community gardens already growing fresh produce. The scope of the project allowed them to add more beds or create a new garden. The Illinois Legislative Black Caucus identified areas that have been hardest hit by COVID-19, “where food insecurity was prevalent and grocery stores scarce." Participating organizations selected were Fernwood Community Outreach Church, Great True Vine Baptist Church, Inner-City Muslim Action Network (IMAN) and Trinity United Church. CCGA was sought out to partner with these four faith-based organizations to provide technical assistance during the pandemic.

CCGA provided not only technical assistance but was also able to get a Gethsemane Gardens donation of over 40 flats of lettuce, kale, swiss chard, and even some pepper plants. May Toy took delivery of the flats and sorted them for pick-up by the participating faith-based gardens. May, Mamie, and Gina visited the Fernwood Church garden to assist side by side with church gardeners in planting the seedlings. December 31, 2020 the pilot program successfully concluded, and CCGA will continue with the organizations in 2021.


More news to feature gardeners

Megy Karydes, a Chicago-based writer who often writes about home and gardens contacted CCGA through AUA Google groups asking our networking groups to identify a Chicago gardener to be profiled in an upcoming issue of Chicago Caregiving magazine, part of the Chicago Health print magazine family. She asked, “Might this be you or someone you know?”  Oh yes, we replied and got more details.  She is looking for a “Chicagoland-based gardener who is 65 years-old or better and lives anywhere but on the north or northwest side” as she had already found a gardener for these areas. The south or west side gardener had to be someone who appreciates and uses gardening as a form of therapy or meditation, not necessarily a formal program…just someone who recognizes the therapeutic benefits gardening programs to health and wellness A further requirement was for that person to have beautiful hi-res jpg images of their garden, and finally, “be willing to be photographed outside their home or garden space closer to early May.” You can nominate yourself or someone. Contact  megy@karydesconsulting.com Circle back in May to find out who was in the news.
.
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