Title of Presentation: Selecting Fruit Tree Varieties for an Extended Harvest. (Pick Three!)
Type of Presentation: Workshop livestreamed and PowerPoint with a 1-2 page handout
Time: 10-11 am 
Presenter: Tim Hamilton is partially retired and spends his time on his passions: Fruit Trees and bees! Living in northern Lake County, Ill. Tim maintains an orchard containing over 60 trees on ¾ of an acre. He is a past president of “MIDFEX” Midwest Fruit Tree Explorers, a backyard orchard club with over 70 members in the greater Chicago region. 
Tim’s orchard includes 17 varieties of apples, 15 pears, 4 peaches, 4 plums, 4 cherries and quince. 
Tim has been growing and grafting fruit trees for the past 40 years. He is always searching for unique varieties of fruit to add to his orchard with a focus on taste and an extended harvest.
 Description: Whether you are planning to buy your first fruit tree or thinking of adding a few more varieties to your orchard, this presentation will help you through the selection process. When looking on-line or browsing catalogs, the choices may seem overwhelming.  You could start with the question of which fruit to grow - apples, peaches, pears, cherries, or plums?  We will the discuss the differences and challenges of growing each, including which fruits are easier to grow organically and which need to be sprayed to harvest fruit. 
Goal of the Presentation: To reach more community gardeners about the benefit of growing your own fresh fruit

Benefit to community gardeners: The idea of “picking three” different fruits or varieties to extend harvest from summer to late fall here in Chicago.
