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PURPOSE

You are invited to take part in a research study about how Muslim women adapt to the culture in America. This research is part of a university PhD thesis. 

The purpose of this study is to understand how Muslim women who have moved to America from other countries adjust to life in America. This study focuses on the Muslim women who work in community gardens. How do the community gardens help (or not help) the Muslim women in adjusting to life in America. The study will look at the relationships, networks, skills that help Muslim women in regards to community garden and adjusting in America.

You are being asked for an interview for this project because you identify as a Muslim women from another country who moved to America and is now associated/working with a community garden. 


The researcher herself is a Muslim woman from Pakistan. She is here on a student visa. 


PROCEDURES

The interview that will take place can be done on phone, video chat and or in person (if possible and depending on the geographical locations). The researcher will choose whatever is convenient for you. 

Interview will take about 3 hours. So we can do one time for all 3 hours, or we can do it two times with 90 minutes each time. 

During the interviews, the researcher will take hand written notes that no one else will have access to. The interviews will be recorded, however no one else will have access to them nor will they be used anywhere else other than in helping researcher analyze the data. The audio from the interview will be transcribed using digital transcription services which are computer generated. 

Please note that audio may be used in future presentations. No identification such as name or face will be taken with the audio. 

The questions will be emailed or texted to you at least a day before the interview. If there is a question you don’t like and you don’t want to talk about that issue, then it is okay. The researcher will not force or make you talk about something you don’t want to talk about. Tell the researcher you don’t want to answer a question you don’t like. 



RISKS/DISCOMFORTS 

The questions asked can sometimes make you uncomfortable or upset. Questions about people not being nice to you, people make fun of you are some examples. But please note that the researcher will not make fun of you or judge you for any of this. 

The answers you give may include your experience as an immigrant, refugee or someone without legal papers. Please be assured that while such information may be used in data analysis, your names will not be included. You can tell what fake name you want to be recorded with and that fake name will be used. No one will hear the audio other than the researcher. 

All the interview collected will be recorded and kept in an encrypted file in the researcher’s hard disk. Both the disk and folder are password protected. The data will be destroyed after seven years. 

The recorded data will be used for the interviewer’s PhD dissertation but will also be used to publish a paper in an academic journal on the same topic. The data collected will also be presented in class courses and presentation. None of these will reveal any recognition of the personal identity of participants.


BENEFITS

There is no direct benefit of you taking part in this study. However in the long run it helps with understanding the issues of immigrants, particularly Muslim women coming to live in America. 

Your participation also helps in seeing the importance of community spaces like food systems and community gardens to help newcomers adjust into American society.  



PAYMENT

You will be sent a Target gift card worth $25 via email. If the email option doesn’t work for you, then the cards can be mailed to your house address or a code can be provided via phone text messaging. 


VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION

Participation in this study is not compulsory. You do not have to agree to be in this study, and you may change your mind at any time even during the interview.  

· Call the principal investigator, Anadil Iftekhar at 8327980050 if you have questions or complaints about being in this study.  

· If you have any questions about your rights as a research participant, or if you think you have not been treated fairly, you may call the University of Missouri Columbia IRB office at 





PERMISSION TO PROCEED

Is it okay to proceed with the interview? 
Do you consent/agree to participate in the interview? 
Do I have your permission to start the interview?
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