May 20, 2025  Meeting Notes
Chicago Community Gardeners Association

Lorraine Kells called the meeting to order @ 6:05 pm
Guests Katie Dertz of the Accidental Gardening Alliance (AGA) and Crystal Coffey, Mama Moore Smart Garden introduced themselves and their gardens. Katie mentioned that AGA works with five aldermen.
CCGA attendees introduced themselves/roles to the guests:
Marsha Wyatt:  Maxwell Garden and  Advocacy/Outreach
Angela Taylor: Financial Chair and Garfield Park Network
Barbara Dennis:  Resources
Mamie Gray:  North Lawndale Green Committee
Amy Olsen:  Website/Newsletter ( along with  JW Glass, who was absent)
May Toy:  Advocacy/Outreach
Sarah Batka: U of I Extension/Communications ( calendar)

Review of Agenda 6:16 pm
Marsha moved that the minutes from April be approved. Angela seconded the motion.

Project Updates:
*Samantha Levin – Aspire
*Lina Gebhardt

Julie Samuels Memorial Update:  Angela
A post is needed on the website to instruct people how to donate for the benches at the Oak Park Conservatory and Garfield Park Conservatory.

General conversation as to other ways for CCGA gardeners to be involved in city-wide initiatives.

CCGA will have a table June 25th at the Green Expo at the Harold Washington Library between  10-3.  Volunteers are needed to provide relief breaks for Lorraine, May  and Gina.

Everyone reminded to take the AUA Survey for Urban Planning.  Posted on the website and NeighborSpace also sending out in their newsletter. 

Crystal/Katie discussed story planning
Resources noted that the May 12 open distribution of tulips from Michigan Avenue at New Horizons Garden was, as usual, a huge success. 

Marsha shared that Maxwell participated in DePaul Vincentian Day of Service and hosted about 30 volunteers.  She also mentioned that community gardens can request free seeds mid-summer from Botanical Interests (cost of shipping is $18 for a small box of 200+ packets or $35 for a large box)—best time to send a letter is JULY for seeds to be shipped by the end of the year.  She emailed Baker Seeds in January and received a large package via mail for free.

Angela motioned for the meeting to be adjourned at 6:49 pm
Barbara seconded the motion. 



