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Cook County Local Food Systems and Small Farms Educator
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Affiliated Content Areas
Local Food Systems and Small Farms

Presenter Biography
Zack is a Local Foods and Small Farms Extension Educator housed in Cook County.  He joined Extension in 2015 to focus on urban agriculture production programming for a diverse group of stakeholders. Zack educates, conducts research, and provides technical assistance in small scale intensive and urban ag food production systems in the Chicagoland region and beyond; primarily delivered through a variety of platforms and experiential training, including the Master Urban Farmer Training Program.  He is also currently conducting ongoing demonstration and applied research into urban agriculture production at the quarter acre South Suburban Cook Urban Agriculture demonstration and research site known as SoSuCo. 

Zack holds a B.S. in Agribusiness-Horticulture from Illinois State University and an M.S in Horticulture from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. He has been involved in small scale intensive farming for over 20 years. Most recently, from 2008-2015 he was the manager and director of the Sustainable Student Farm at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, a working intensive vegetable farm laboratory located on the university fruit research farm. He currently resides and owns a 20-acre farm in Kankakee County where he is developing various small farm enterprises.

Presentation Title and Description (descriptions should be about one paragraph)
 Advanced Soil and Media Testing Options: A review of testing options for community gardens using soil, pure compost, and other media blends.
 
Soil testing as a practice has often created confusion and uncertainty when it comes to soil and media management, especially for smaller-scale homeowners and community garden groups. This presentation will cover multiple testing options along a continuum of possibilities. Testing methodologies explored will include traditional soil testing options, saturated media extract /greenhouse media testing, plant tissue, plant petiole sap, and compost testing options. Also, learn about current work being conducted by the University of Illinois Extension to explore alternative testing options for urban growers.

Presentation Format & Schedule: Please select your presentation format:
__ Workshop	_X_ Lecture     __ Demonstration      __ Panel      __ Other (describe in proposal) 
 
Please select your session time. If you can be flexible, please indicate this in your proposal:
Wednesday, March 16 	_X 5-6 pm		__ 6-7 pm 
Saturday, March 19		__ 10-11 am	__ 11 am-12 pm 
Wednesday, March 23	__ 5-6 pm        	__ 6-7 pm
Saturday, March 26		__ 10-11 am	__ 11am-12 pm  
Wednesday March 30 	_X_ 5-6 pm		_X_ 6-7 pm

We would like to honor your request for a specific session time, so please return this form ASAP to ensure your selection is available.
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