Chicago Community Gardens: Our Challenge to Build and Thrive Conference Proposal
Title: Building Community though Conservation@Home: a panel on stewardship and native plant gardening

Panel Facilitated by: Gemini Bhalsod, Extension Horticulture Educator
Panelists: Valerie Kehoe, Extension Program Coordinator and representatives from 2-3 certified Conservation@Home gardens in Chicago. The representatives will include community, organization, and school gardens.
Session Description: Conservation@Home is an educational and certification program focused on promoting and celebrating the use of conservation-minded gardening practices. By recognizing community and school gardens that meet our criteria of environmentally sound gardening practices in biodiversity, water conservation, and healthy soils, this program helps create more connected landscapes throughout our communities. Community gardens that certify need to utilize informal/formal education tools to engage members. Panelists will present updates and share photos of their gardens, their experience with Conservation@Home for Communities in Chicago, successes and challenges with community building and gardening during COVID, and their tips for growing native plants. There will also be time for Q & A from the audience.
__ Workshop	_X Lecture     __ Demonstration      __ Panel      __ Other (describe in proposal) 
 
Please select your session time. If you can be flexible, please indicate this in your proposal:
Wednesday, March 16 	_ 5-6 pm		__ 6-7 pm 
Saturday, March 19		__ 10-11 am	__ 11 am-12 pm 
Wednesday, March 23	__ 5-6 pm        	__ 6-7 pm
Saturday, March 26		__ 10-11 am	__ 11am-12 pm  
Wednesday March 30 	_X 5-6 pm		_X_ 6-7 pm






Learn more about Conservation@Home here: https://extension.illinois.edu/cook/conservationhome 
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