Presenter Information
Paula Acevedo
Co-Director
El Paseo Community Garden

El Paseo Community Garden fosters community and wellness through stewardship, conservation, placemaking, partnerships, programming, and community gardening in the Pilsen neighborhood. The garden is one of many NeighborSpace protected and community managed spaces in Chicago, with over an acre of equitable greenspace maintained by volunteers and donations. Their goal is to empower through nature.

Presenter Biography
Paula and her husband, Antonio, have been the volunteer co-directors of El Paseo Community Garden since 2015. She is responsible for communications, outreach, programming, grant-writing, marketing, and anything else that is needed. She enjoys applying her background in Architecture (‘10 UIC Alumna) for place-making and community-driven design. She completed the University of Illinois Extension’s Master Urban Farmer Program in 2016 and the Openland’s Garden Keepers Program in 2015. In the garden, her driving passion is serving the seniors and children through the creation of projects and programming.  She hopes to establish the garden as a sustainable community organization to last beyond their leadership. She serves on the City’s River Ecology & Governance Task Force and the Chicago Infrastructure Reuse Network and strives to address the inequities and negative impacts of greenspace and infrastructure improvements, focusing on the proposed 4-mile trail along the BNSF Line and garden. In 2018 she organized a health fair and fall festival, Cosechando Salud, as the co-chair of the Pilsen QOL Health Task Force.  The garden has given her a sense of community in Pilsen and has strengthened the connection with her Mexican heritage. When she is not doing garden work, she enjoys craft projects and playtime with her son. 

Presentation Title and Description (descriptions should be about one paragraph)
 
Greenspace for Whom?
Join a discussion about the challenges of creating and maintaining sustainable community-driven green spaces in gentrifying communities. El Paseo Community Garden in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago will be presented as a case study. 

Presentation Format & Schedule: Please select your presentation format: 

*Presentation and Discussion, maybe a panel if you think anyone is a good fit? Possibly an interactive google jam board as an exercise. That would turn into a workshop. I’m open to suggestions and edits for the description. I will be doing a similar session for the TNOC Festival 3/29

__ Workshop	_x_ Lecture     __ Demonstration      __ Panel      __ Other (describe in proposal) 
 
Please select your session time. If you can be flexible, please indicate this in your proposal:
Wednesday, March 16 	_ 5-6 pm		__ 6-7 pm 
Saturday, March 19		__ 10-11 am    	x 11 am-12 pm 
Wednesday, March 23	__ 5-6 pm        	__ 6-7 pm
Saturday, March 26		__ 10-11 am	           x 11am-12 pm  
Wednesday March 30 	x 5-6 pm		__ 6-7 pm


Senior Legacy Film Project: "Nuestra Herencia" 
El Paseo Community Garden is partnering with On the Real Film on a legacy film project: “Nuestra Herencia” to feature crafted portraits of elder gardeners from the rapidly developing Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago and their unique stories about how the community-managed space connects them to home, family, and healing.

El Paseo Community Garden located in the Pilsen Neighborhood of Chicago is adjacent to senior apartments, which have always been in the forefront of El Paseo’s community-driven volunteer work and stewardship. The pandemic has been especially difficult for elders, highlighting the urgency to document and preserve their stories. In a rapidly changing neighborhood, this cultural preservation is vital. As the first phase of our project, a preview was created highlighting four stories captured in the summer of 2021. The full documentary with 6 additional stories is slated to be completed mid-October. The final project will also include digitally mapping the stories, individual participant’s monthly spotlights, multiple free community screenings. All content will be available online. This project will serve as a pilot for a larger neighborhood story-telling collection. 
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