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Presenter Biographies

Erika Hasle is a Conservation Ecologist with the Field Museum's Keller Science Action Center. Erika brings their background in both ecology and Geographic Information Systems to the Action Center's Chicago Region Conservation Programs. Recent projects include using GIS to support habitat stewardship, in the Kankakee Sands Ecoregion, and conservation planning for monarch butterflies in urban areas. Erika has a B.S. from Roger Williams University and a M. S. in Natural Resources from the University of Michigan. 

Erika brings their background in both ecology and geographic information systems to the Keller Science Action Center's Chicago Region Conservation Programs. Their current projects include using GIS to support habitat stewardship, in the Kankakee Sands Ecoregion, and conservation planning for monarch butterflies in urban areas.

Colleen McVeigh leads Youth Conservation Action’s instructional capacity building in environmental education through the implementation of professional development workshops and instructional coaching. She ensures that YCA trainings are based on current research and best practices. She is a National Board certified teacher with more than 25 years of experience working with youth, and she holds a B.A. in History from the Lawrence University and a M.A in Curriculum and Instruction with a focus on literacy acquisition from DePaul University. Colleen lives in Chicago, IL and has worked as a teacher and as an independent consultant providing professional development for schools in the Chicago Public School system. Colleen worked in the Chicago Public Schools for 20 years in various classroom settings, including dual language and transitional bilingual. In addition, Colleen has done teaching, coaching and consulting work for DePaul University, University of Chicago, and the Associated Colleges of the Midwest as well as several other private and public organizations.

Colleen is bilingual Spanish/English.



Presentation Title and Description (descriptions should be about one paragraph)

Using Community Science to Build Urban Habitat for Monarch Butterflies 

Many people know about the staggering population decline in monarch butterflies and other pollinators. Community science programs can create an important point of engagement for community members from many backgrounds.  For the last three years, as part of a Field Museum community science project, amateur scientists throughout the Chicago Region have monitored monarch caterpillars in their urban gardens for the Keller Science Action Center’s Monarch Community Science Project. Since 2020 this project has been available in both English and Spanish at bit.ly/monarch monitors. As part of the monitoring protocol, participants submitted weekly data surveys.  We will share the results of those surveys and what they have taught us about important traits of urban gardens that help monarch caterpillars thrive.  This talk will describe key insights we have gained during the course of conducting this community science project and how we hope to engage gardeners in the future to make a case for the valuable role urban gardens play in providing pollinator habitat.
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Saturday, March 19		__ 10-11 am	__ 11 am-12 pm 
Wednesday, March 23	__ 5-6 pm        	__ 6-7 pm
Saturday, March 26		__ 10-11 am	__ 11am-12 pm  
Wednesday March 30  	_X 5-6 pm		__ 6-7 pm
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