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Deindustrialization of metropolitan areas worldwide has 
resulted in a large amount of available land of interest 
to city planners, community organizations, and natural 
resources professionals who envision new future uses 
including green infrastructure, urban habitat, community 
gardens and urban farms. Soil In The City is a national 
conference organized by the USDA Research Commit-
tee W-2170 on Soil-Based Use of Residuals, Waste-
water and Reclaimed Water. The conference theme is 
“restoring our available urban land and optimizing local 
resources, while protecting environmental and human 
health and enhancing socio-cultural dialogue.”

The study of soils is becoming an important issue in ur-
ban areas.  Human-impacted soils and engineered soils 
are central to urban planning. Understanding the prop-
erties, processes, and the ecologies of urban soils is 
paramount in bringing more urban land into productive 
use and improving the quality of life for a large segment 
of our rapidly growing urban populations, strengthen-

ing neighborhoods and local economies and enhancing 
food security and quality. Local renewable resources like 
wastewater treatment residuals (biosolids), urban yard 
and food waste composts, and other byproducts can 
play a vital role in revitalizing these degraded urban soils 
such that they can provide an array of ecosystem ser-
vices from providing a regional food system to optimizing 
capture/use of urban stormwater. The conference will be 
organized in sub-themes and will allow for ample discus-
sion time. 

This conference is for anyone working with planning, 
designing, constructing, and/or maintaining urban in-
frastructures and outdoor areas, including engineers, 
landscape architects, designers, biosolids management 
leaders, contractors/consultants, developers, builders, 
city planners, arborists, foresters, urban gardeners, re-
searchers and educators. Conference attendees will be 
eligible to earn up to 15 professional development credits 
(PDHs/CEUs).ofof o ourur r rapapididlyly g grorowiwingng u urbrbaa

Urban Farming
Focus areas: Different forms/structures of urban gardening; integrating residuals management into urban gardening; 
challenges facing urban gardening; education and outreach, needs and concerns. 

Presentations will focus on characteristics of urban soils; improving quality/productivity of urban soils; pollutants 
(organic/inorganic) in residuals-amended urban soils; uptake of pollutants by food crops; food quality in urban envi-
ronment; regulatory concerns and challenges facing urban farming; and environmental/economic/social benefi ts of 
incorporating residuals in urban farming.

Urban Ecology and Green Infrastructures 
Focus areas: Natural or engineered soils and green infrastructures; integrating residuals management into urban 
green infrastructure; maintenance strategies and quantifying long-term performance; ancillary benefi ts; green energy 
potential (i.e., co-digestion) and integrating resource recovery with urban green infrastructures. 

Presentations will focus on integrating residuals into growth medium to improve long-term sustainability and perfor-
mance of green infrastructures; cost/benefi t analysis of common green infrastructures and environmental/societal 
benefi ts.

Greening (Re-Vegetating) Brownfi elds 
Focus areas: Vacant lots to vegetable plots; using locally available residuals to convert brownfi elds into productive 
green spaces and economic/environmental/social benefi ts of greening brownfi elds.

Presentations will focus on innovative approaches to manage pollutant bioavailability; use of residuals to mitigate 
contamination and enhance soil productivity; benefi cial uses of stormwater and improvement of ecosystem services 
in residuals-amended urban soils.

More information: Contact Dr. Hundal at (708) 588-4201 or hundall@mwrd.org 

For registration and lodging, go to http://www.iweasite.org/Conferences/SoilCity.html


